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Glossary of Terms 

Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm 
Extension Project (DEP) 

The Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension onshore 
and offshore sites including all onshore and offshore 
infrastructure. 

European site Sites designated for nature conservation under the 
Habitats Directive and Birds Directive. This includes 
candidate Special Areas of Conservation, Sites of 
Community Importance, Special Areas of 
Conservation, potential Special Protection Areas, 
Special Protection Areas, Ramsar sites, proposed 
Ramsar sites and sites compensating for damage to a 
European site and is defined in regulation 8 of the 
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 
2017, although some of the sites listed here are 
afforded equivalent policy protection under the 
National Planning Policy Framework (2021) (paragraph 
176) and joint Defra/Welsh Government/Natural 
England/NRW Guidance (February 2021). 

Evidence Plan Process (EPP) A voluntary consultation process with specialist 
stakeholders to agree the approach, and information to 
support, the EIA and HRA for certain topics. 

Expert Topic Group (ETG) A forum for targeted engagement with regulators and 
interested stakeholders through the EPP. 

The Applicant Equinor New Energy Limited. As the owners of SEP 
and DEP, Scira Extension Limited and Dudgeon 
Extension Limited are the named undertakers that 
have the benefit of the DCO. References in this 
document to obligations on, or commitments by, ‘the 
Applicant’ are given on behalf of SEL and DEL as the 
undertakers of SEP and DEP.   
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 
This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by Equinor New 
Energy Limited (the Applicant) and Natural England. It identifies areas of the 
Sheringham Shoal Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project (SEP) and Dudgeon 
Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project (DEP) Development Consent Order (DCO) 
application (the Application) where matters are agreed, not agreed or that remain 
under discussion between the parties.  
The Applicant has had regard to the Planning Act 2008: Guidance for the 
examination of applications for development consent (Department for Communities 
and Local Government, 2015) when compiling this SoCG. 
This SoCG has been structured to reflect matters relating to Habitats Regulations 
Assessment (HRA) Derogation with a specific focus on offshore ornithology 
compensation. Final SoCGs with Natural England have also been prepared in 
relation to the following: 
• Final SoCG: Natural England (Onshore) (Revision B) [document reference 

12.13];
• Final SoCG: Natural England (Offshore Ornithology) (Revision B)

[document reference 14.8 ]; and
• Final SoCG: Natural England (Offshore) (Revision B) [document reference 

14.7].
The applicable matters considered within this SoCG apply to Natural England’s 
statutory remit which is to ensure that the natural environment is conserved, 
enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations, thereby 
contributing to sustainable development.  
The Applicant has provided a Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment (RIAA) 
[APP-059] which provides the competent authority with information on the potential 
for adverse effect on the integrity of European designated sites with subsequent 
updates to assessments provided in the Apportioning and HRA Updates 
Technical Noted (Revision E) [document reference 13.3]. 
Table 1 lists the Special Protection Areas (SPA) and offshore ornithology features 
relevant to the Applicant’s derogation case provided within the HRA Derogation 
Case: Provision of Evidence [APP-059]. The RIAA [APP-059] concludes that an 
in-combination adverse effect on integrity cannot be ruled out for the breeding 
Sandwich tern feature of the North Norfolk Coast (NNC) SPA and the Greater Wash 
SPA and for the breeding kittiwake feature of the Flamborough and Filey Coast 
(FFC) SPA. The Applicant maintains that there will be no adverse effect on integrity 
of the guillemot and razorbill features of the Flamborough and Filey Coast SPA as 
a result of the Projects, alone or in-combination. However, in response to feedback 
from consultation undertaken during the pre-application period (including on the 
draft RIAA provided as part of the Section 42 consultation) and discussions with the 
ornithology compensation Expert Topic Group (ETG), a compensation proposal has 
also been provided with respect to the guillemot and razorbill features of the FFC 
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measure or as an adaptive management measure (should a mechanism become 
available within the necessary timescales for SEP and DEP) has been included 
within the Draft DCO (Revision K) [document reference 3.1] for Sandwich tern and 
kittiwake and the Without Prejudice DCO Drafting (Revision D) [document 
reference 3.1.3] for guillemot and razorbill. Further details are set out in the 
Strategic and Collaborative Approaches to Compensation and Measures of 
Equivalent Environmental Benefit [APP-084] and Habitats Regulations 
Assessment Derogation and Compensatory Measures Update (Revision D) 
[document reference 13.7]. 
Given that the strategic prey enhancement measure is reliant on the development 
of an appropriate industry wide delivery mechanism, a table detailing specific 
technical matters for agreement is currently not included within this SoCG; however, 
Table 13 has been included in order to present the status of agreement between 
the Applicant and Natural England with respect to Schedule 17 of the Draft DCO 
(Revision K) [document reference 3.1] which includes wording of DCO conditions 
with respect to a Strategic Compensation Fund (i.e. the Marine Recovery Fund or 
equivalent).  
Similarly, with respect to measures which the Applicant aims to take forward (if 
required) on a purely collaborative basis i.e. construction of new artificial breeding 
sites for kittiwake onshore or offshore and predator eradication from a guillemot and 
razorbill breeding colony, these measures are also not included within this SoCG. 
These measures present an opportunity for collaboration which seeks to capitalise 
on existing learning and suitable locations (where these are limited) to either co-
locate measures or deliver a single measure which can compensate for the 
predicted impacts of multiple projects. However, measures considered in the context 
of the collaborative delivery model do not currently form a component of the package 
of compensatory measures proposed for SEP and DEP but rather represent 
alternative options that may become available to the Applicant in the near future. It 
has been necessary to adopt this approach as discussions with other developers on 
the nature of an appropriate delivery mechanism for collaborative delivery are not 
yet sufficiently matured for the Applicant to rely upon these measures. However, 
discussions with other offshore wind developers are ongoing, and the Applicant will 
continue to explore the potential for collaborative delivery of these measures with 
prospective partners and other relevant stakeholders. Table 13 has been included 
in order to present the status of agreement between the Applicant and Natural 
England with respect to Schedule 17 of the Draft DCO (Revision K) [document 
reference 3.1] / the Without Prejudice DCO Drafting (Revision D) [document 
reference 3.1.3], which includes the wording of DCO conditions relating to 
collaborative delivery of compensation. 
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 The remaining tables within Section 2 represent the SoCG with the Applicant and 
Natural England in relation to the compensatory measures considered for delivery 
on a project-led basis only. These are included in the following bullet list; however, 
it should be noted that with respect to the option to install a pontoon for Sandwich 
tern at Loch Ryan (Section 2.2) and for nesting habitat improvements for kittiwake 
in Lowestoft (Section 2.5) that since these options are not currently being actively 
progressed, the Applicant has agreed with Natural England not to pursue 
discussions during Examination regarding these. This is in recognition of the positive 
progress being made with respect to securing the inland pool option at Loch Ryan 
for Sandwich tern and to securing the option to modify the existing kittiwake tower 
at Gateshead for kittiwake: 
• Sandwich tern: 

o Nesting habitat improvements and restoration of lost breeding range through 
installation of an inland pool or a pontoon at Scar Point, Loch Ryan (Table 6 
and Table 7). 

o Improved breeding success at SPA sites other than North Norfolk Coast – 
Farne Islands SPA (Table 8).1 

o NNC SPA (Blakeney Point) Predator Management (Table 9). 
• Kittiwake: 

o Nest site improvements to enhance breeding success in Gateshead (Table 
9). 

o Nest site improvements to enhance breeding success in Lowestoft (Table 
10). 

• Guillemot and razorbill: 
o Fishery bycatch reduction (Table 11). 

 Topic specific matters agreed, not agreed and matters that remain under discussion 
between the Applicant and Natural England are included within this SoCG. Matters 
that are not agreed will be the subject of ongoing discussion between the Applicant 
and Natural England to reach agreement wherever possible, or to refine the extent 
of disagreement between parties. 

 Throughout the SoCG the phrase “Agreed” identifies any point of agreement 
between the Applicant and Natural England. The phrase “Not Agreed” identifies any 
point that is not agreed between the Applicant and Natural England. See further 
details in Section 1.5. 

1.3 Consultation with Natural England 
 The Applicant has engaged with Natural England on the project during the pre-

Application process, both in terms of informal non-statutory engagement and formal 
consultation carried out pursuant to Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008. 

 

1 It should be noted that whilst the Farne Islands SPA is currently the focus of the Applicant’s efforts to 
improve breeding sites at SPA sites other than NNC, potential measures at Foulness SPA are also being 
considered as part of the Applicant’s overall package of measures for Sandwich tern. 
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2 Statement of Common Ground 

 A summary of the consultation undertaken to date with Natural England and the 
matters agreed or not agreed (based on discussions and information exchanged 
between the Applicant and Natural England during the pre-application and 
examination phases of the Application) are set out below for each of the SoCG topic 
areas. 
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3 Signatures 

 The above Statement of Common Ground is agreed between Equinor New Energy 
Limited and Natural England on the day specified below. 

 

Signed: _______________Alan Gibson____________________ 

 

Print Name: _____________Alan Gibson______________________ 

 

Job Title: ___Marine Senior Adviser________________________________ 

 
Date: 17th July 2023____________________________ 

 

Duly authorised for and on behalf of the Natural England 

 

Signed: 

 

Print Name: Kari Hege Mørk 

 

Job Title: Project Director 

 
Date: 17/07/2023 

 

Duly authorised for and on behalf of Equinor New Energy Limited 
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